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2/ “Those kinde of people’

Severus was provided with victims which also happened to be black,
Abandoning the sacrifice in disgust at this further bad omen, he
found that his attendants had carelessly brought these animals to
the very door of the palace.® It was a black day, as we say, for the
emperor — we share some puns with the Romans, and some super-
stittons — and he died not long afterwards, at York.

Besides African soldiers and slaves, there may well have been
officers (pracefects) from the flourishing towns of north Africa serving
in Roman Britain in the second and third centuries.* And, though
no remains have yet been positively identified, there can be little
doubt that Africans were buried here. Among 350 human skeletons
found in an excavation at York in 1951~9 — the greatest number yet
exhumed in any Romano-British cemetery — were several of men
whose limb proportions suggest that they were black Africans.>

Africans in Scotland

There are traces of an African presence in the British Isles some
400 or 500 years after the Romans left. An ancient Irish chronicle
records that ‘blue men’ (fir gorma) were seized by Vikings in Mor-
occo in the ninth century and carried off to Ireland, where they
stayed for a long time.} And the remains of a young African girl
were recently found in a burial, dated . 1000, at North Elmham in
Norfolk, about 25 miles north-west of N‘:)rwich.2 Then the records
are silent until the early sixteenth century, when a small group of
Africans was attached to the court of King James IV of Scotland,
experiencing in the royal service what has been called a ‘benevolent
form’ of the black slavery that had become common and fashionable
in southern Europe during the preceding 200 years.? These Afri-
cans were probably taken from Portuguese slavers by the Barton
brothers, Scottish privateers whose father’s ship, loaded with rich
merchandise, had been seized by a Portuguese squadron and who
had been authorized by James IV to se¢ize Portuguese ships until the '_
equivalent of 12,000 ducats was recovered.*
One of the Afncans in Edinburgh was a drummer (‘taubronar’) ;
and choreographer. For the Shrove Tuesday festivities in 1505 he
devised a dance with 12 performers in chequered black-and-white
costumes, specially made at a cost of £13 2s. 104. The king loved
music, himself played both lute and clavichord, and was generous
to other musicians; and he seems to have liked the drummer. He
bought him a horse costing £4 4s. and took him at least once, wi
four Italian minstrels and three falconers, on the annual royal piigri






